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M ssi ssi ppi Touri sm Devel opnent Doesn=t Renew Race Car Contract

Jackson, M ssissippi XThe M ssissippi Division of Tourism
announces it did not renew the contract for its sponsorship of a
race car, A#95, M ssissippi, The Sout h=s Warnest Wel cone, O on
the NASCAR SlimJimAll Pro Series.

The decision not to sponsor the car for the remainder of the race
season is the result of the success the Division is experiencing

from anot her pronotional canpaign

AW wi || be concentrating our efforts nore intensely on our
recently | aunched educational program the M ssissippi Travel
Agent Speci alist course, d said Vaughn Stinson, Director of

Touri sm Devel opnent .

The M ssissippi Travel Agent Specialist course is a travel sales
course, which runs nonthly in Travel Agents, a weekly trade

magazi ne.
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Stinson added, AThis decision to utilize our resources in the

execution of our travel agent programw || better neet our goals

and objectives of pronoting the M ssissippi tourism product.

During the first week of the program over 400 travel agents
t hroughout the country registered as participants. Travel agents
serve as a primary consuner sales force for the pronotion of
M ssissippi as a travel destination. As of this date we have a

total registration of 461.

AThe car did neet our initial objectives of increasing the
visibility of M ssissippi. However, in order to renmain
conpetitive and ahead of other states targeting the sane

visitors, we nust be innovative and re-act quickly to changing

mar ket conditions, d said Stinson.
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